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performers, so coarse a comedy, merely for the
purpose of holding a sort of festival of revenge^
with Bengal-lights to celebrate the humiliation
of his opponents.

I believe that the solution to the question is
simpler and at the same time more compli-
cated, if one considers the Soviet Union's
on on determination to proceed along the path to
democracy., and if one considers., above all,
the war mentality to which I have already had
to draw attention more than once.

The increasing democratisation,, particularly
the subject-matter of the draft of the new
Constitution, was bound to give the Trotskyists
fresh buoyancy, to make them hopeful of being
able to increase their activities and pursue
their agitation more effectively. The Govern-
ment considered the time ripe to show its firm
intention of nipping every Trotskyist activity
in the bud- But> above all> ^ was certainly the
dangewar immediately imminent danger of war which
caused the leaders of the Soviet Union to
broadcast the trial so widely. Formerly the
Trotskyists had been less dangerous and it was
possible to pardon thern3 or, at the very worst,
exile them. Exile is not a very effective